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dilemma, Plato wrestled with it in vain and it
has never been satisfactorily resolved. By its
nature democracy demands the official service,,at
least as an ingredient, of the very best minds the
nation can produce, and at the same time creates
conditions, partly moral, which tend to deprive it
of that service. These conditions are present
everywhere, but it is in America, I think, that
they are most conspicuous.

Whatever wisdom there may be in making
philosophers kings it is certainly not desirable
that a great nation should be ruled exclusively
by its intelligentsia. On the other hand the
participation of the intelligentsia is highly impor-
tant as an ingredient in government. A govern-
ment from which the intelligentsia- habitually
holds aloof lacks something that it needs for its
proper effectiveness. Between a government in
which the intelligentsia bears all the weight of
responsibility and one in which it bears none it
were hard to choose which is the less likely to
govern wisely.

^ The American intelligentsia is large in numbers,
high in quality, diversified in attainment, and
occupied in an immense variety of good works.
But, as a body, it abstains from direct participation
in the work of national government. It leaves
that work to be done by other men who, whatever
other qualifications they possess, lack those which"
characterize an intelligentsia. This, of course, is
not to say that the members of the Administration,